
 

 

Executive Committee 

Charles Hunt, AXA Advisors, LLC, Chair 

Merle Shiffman, SIU School of Medicine, Retired, Vice Chair  

Diane Newell, Bunn-O-Matic Corporation, Secretary  

 

Advisory Board 

Dr. Thomas Bertrand, Supt. Rochester Public Schools  

Jennifer Burke, Principal, St. Joseph School 

Marty Chapman, Co-Owner, Party Creations 

Debbie Cimarossa, Horace Mann Companies 

Lugene Finley, Jr., Retired, Illinois State Board of Education  

Dan Ford, President, Springfield Education Association  

Dr. James Forstall, Retired  

Marie Giacomelli, Robert Morris University 

Chris Hembrough, Executive Director, Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Dr. Brenda Jeffers, R.N., Chancellor, St. John’s College  

John Kelker, President, United Way of Central Illinois 

Doug King, President/CEO, Boys & Girls Club of Central Illinois 

Cinda Klickna, President, Illinois Education Association 

Marc Landers, Field Representative, Bricklayers & Allied Craft Workers Local 8 

Dr. Tom Layzell, Retired  

Dr. Walter Milton, Jr., Supt. Springfield Public Schools  

Ken Page, NAACP  

Dr. William Phillips, Assoc. Professor-Educational Leadership, UIS 

Carlissa Puckett, CEO, Sparc 

Stacy Reed, Program Director, Sangamon County Community Foundation 

Linda Robinson, Assistant Manager, Wal-Mart Supercenter 

Tim Rowles, Springfield Black Chamber of Commerce  

Sr. Marilyn Jean Runkel, Ph.D., Benedictine University at Springfield 

Dr. Diane Rutledge, Executive Director, Large Unit District Association - LUDA  

Maureen Talbert, Supt., Pleasant Plains Public Schools  

Ric Thompson, CIELO 

Jeff Vose, Regional Supt. of Schools for Sangamon County 

Dr. Charlotte Warren, President, Lincoln Land Community College 

Barbara Weatherford, VP/Business Banking Officer, Town and Country Bank of Springfield 

Mary Jo Wood, Director, Regional Office of Career & Technical Education 

 

Ex-Officio 

Robert Gillum, Supt., Ball Chatham Public Schools 

 

Executive Director 

Mikal Sutton 

The Greater Springfield Chamber of Commerce  

Director of Workforce & Medical Development 

E-mail: msutton@gscc.org 

Phone: (217) 525.1173 ext. 221 


